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Dear Natsumi-san, Oshima-san, Shinoda-san, and
All Rotarians in District 2670,

What an extraordinary trip the Short Term Youth
Exchange was! I am so grateful to all of you who
worked so diligently to make this trip come to pass
and be a fabulous adventure, learning experience, and
opportunity to build friendships! Each prefecture -
Tokushima, Kochi, Ehime and Kagawa - offered its
own delights and memorable experiences.

The home stays and joint programs were
extraordinary for our students and for us the leaders.
Being warmly welcomed into homes in Shikoku is
an exceptional opportunity, and the memories will
remain with me always: I have so many treasured
memories. Included in joint programs were the school
visits, where the Japanese students had thoroug hly
prepared and challenged the Americans to reflect on
significant issues. We visited significant cultural sites
and participated in many events and ceremonies
which deepened and broadened our knowledge. We
also thank the Rotarian who so generously opened
up his bakery to all 23 of us. I wish that I could
find his business card to thank him personally for an
experience we thoroughly enjoyed.

Each student came home with his/her own unique
experiences and grew in many ways. From Kim
Decker, one of the other leaders, I got a recording
of the speech by student Zahir Guy at the Closing
Ceremony, and I've transcribed and attached it
here. This student showed the transformation in
his life which the STYE Japan caused. What better
expresses the importance of your program? I hope that
someone can translate it into Japanese and share it as
a reminder to all who attended the closing ceremony
and all involved in the STYE Japan. As you see, you
contributed to make the program a resounding success.
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The warmth and generosity of the Rotarians and
others whom I met stays in my heart, and I'm sharing
the experiences with people here in the US. Last week
I spoke to the Greater New Brunswick Rotary Club,
which supports the STYE. They saw the series of
pictures which Fujisaki-san shared on a USB drive
while I spoke of the experiences. Outstanding.

Attached is a book on the Japanese Nobel Laureate
Dr. Syukuro "Suki" Manabe. I created it to show the
close ties between your district and ours, and how
working together enables significant progress to be
achieved. Background: Immediately after the Nobel
prize was announced, a celebration and discussion
with Manabe-san and collaborating experts was
held at Princeton University/NOAA-GFLD. I was
fortunate to be invited, to talk with him and to take the
pictures which I included in the book. The President
of the Princeton area Rotary Club worked with me to
put together this book. I hope that you enjoy it.

Please share this message and the two attachments
with those who cannot access the info2425@rid2670.
jp address. Special thanks go to Oshima-san and
Yumi-san, who accompanied us on many segments
of our voyage and to Shinoda-san who extended my
homestay with his family. Kim Decker and George
‘Wentz both join me to express our heartfelt thanks
to all.

Many thanks and kind regards,

Karen Johnson

Leader, 2024 STYE Japan, District 7475

Board of Directors, Greater New Brunswick Rotary
Club
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Zahir Guy, at Closing Ceremony July, 2024 Short
Term Youth Exchange

Konichiwa

Japan has always been a dream of mine, ever since
I was a kid - to explore, go outside my boundaries
of America even when I was very young, well kept,
more like kept inside a cell.

When growing up, I grew up in the suburbs, in a
lovely town. Didn't go out much. Family didn't really
have enough money to let us go around the world
like everyone else would but this chance of seeing
outside of America was so good, I wouldn't change it
for a thing.

I would like to thank my father, my father figure, my
mother figure, my sister for encouraging me not to

go. She didn’t want me to go. Kidding [laughter]

Japan changed me not just as a person but as a man.
It has taught me how to respect others, get along with
people I didn't even know from the beginning. From
the beginning, no offense, I didn't like anybody at all.

I was always a silent person who would sit behind
in the crowd anyway I guess not get along with
everybody, but this trip in general really helped me
open up to people who I didn't even trust at the
beginning [or] get to know at school.

Anyways, I hope that I can come back to Japan and
visit my families, that I've made my friends I've made,
the cute cats and dogs. [laughter]. I really hope that I

can see everyone here again, maybe next year.
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