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There are many more cases of the virus in New Jersey and particularly in New York. Schools are closing
and Sporting events are being canceled. There is considerable concern as to whether there will be sufficient
medical facilities to handle this crisis. I do not expect any of this to get better in the next three weeks.
Therefore, I believe we should cancel the Short Term Youth Exchange Program this year. I know many
students here in the US and in Japan will be very disappointed, but to assure the safety of everyone this is

the only decision that can be made.

I am sorry that your hard work will not be properly rewarded this year. I hope you will only postpone your
spirit and put together another great team for 2021. Our team, now looks forward to working with you for a

great Exchange next year.

Thank you for everything you have done. Susan and I appreciate what you and all of the members of the
committees in each of the Prefectures have done for our students.
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